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Spectre
Eröffnung Opening: 26.01.2012, 19:00 Künstler ist anwesend Artist is present Ausstellungsdauer Duration: 27.01. –
18.03.2012 Öffnungszeiten Opening hours: täglich daily 10:00
– 22:00 Kuration Curation: Ruth Schnell and Wolfgang Fiel.
spectre [ˈspɛktə/], noun: 1.a visible incorporeal spirit, a ghost, apparition,
phantasm, phantasma, phantom; 2.a mental image of some entity of terror
or dread: the spectre of death…

Spectre builds on a portfolio of data driven work and ‘nano’ art developed
by the artist and collaborators. These projects explore the ubiquity of data
streamed from an instrumentalised world and its potential as a material for
manifesting things that lie outside of the normal frames of reference - things
so far away, so close, so massive, so small and so ad infinitum.
Spectre suggests that the memories of the Schauraum are bonded to its
fabric by the atomic forces that have now been unlocked by the Atomic Force
Microscope. Spectre is drawing on the experiences of Professor Gustav
Adolf Schwaiger, the Technical Director of the Austrian Broadcast Corporation, and his collaboration with famous medium Rudi Schneider in the late
1930’s to the early 1940’s. “G.A. Schwaiger… conducted some private (and
rather obscure) experiments with the famous medium Rudi Schneider in the
studio of a female painter... In fact the flat could have been right above our
exhibition space (Schauraum).”1 (Fiel, W. 2011).
According to Mulacz’s History of Parapsychology in Austria, “Schwaiger
in his research focussed on investigating that ‘substance’ and its effects
applied then state-of-the-art apparatus, such as remote observation by
a TV set.”2 (Mulacz, P. 2000). That ‘substance’ was the ectoplasm that
would emerge from Schneider mouth during their experiments. Spectre
extends these experiments by broadcasting live feeds from the space of the
Schauraum and simultaneously replaying the physical remnants of these
happenings as captured in the atomic forces binding the dust from the their
laboratory.
The spectres of Schwaiger and Schneider or the ectoplasm they conjured up
are manifest through the Spectre installation.
Mike Phillips is Professor of Interdisciplinary Arts at the University of
Plymouth. R&D orbits digital architectures and transmedia publishing, and
is manifest in a series of ‘Operating Systems’ to dynamically manifest ‘data’
as experience in order to enhance perspectives on a complex world.
Mike Phillips also is the director of i-DAT.org, an Arts Research Organisation that acts as a catalyst for creative innovation across the fields of Art,
Science and Technology, facilitating regional, national and international
collaborations and cultural projects.

Schauraum
quartier21 (Electric Avenue)
MuseumsQuartier
Museumsplatz 1/5
1070 Wien
www.dieangewandte.at
www.digitalekunst.ac.at

(1) Email correspondence with
Wolfgang Fiel. 2011.
(2) Mulacz, P. History of Parapsychology In Austria. Notes for
a History of Parapsychological
Developments in Austria. Paper
presented at The Parapsychological Association (PA) – the 43rd
Annual Convention held from 17th
to 20th of August, 2000 in Freiburg
i. Br., Germany. http://parapsychologie.info/history.htm#paper

With thanks to:
Chris Saunders at i-DAT for the
coding
Wolfgang Fiel for the Ghost hunting
Professor Genhua Pan at the Wolfson
Nanotechnology Laboratory at Plymouth University, for the AFM scan.
Overleaf image: Atomic Force
Microscope Spectral Trace of
Schwaiger.
Text and image: © Mike Phillips, 2012.

